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Honorable Commissioner for Patents ■ •- 



In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the 
Patent and Trademark Office is hereby directed to the documents listed on the attached form 
PTO-1449. It is respectfully requested that the documents be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the documents be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g) and (h), the filing of this IDS should not be 
construed as a representation that a search had been made or that information cited is, or is 
considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 (b), or that any cited 
document listed or attached is (or constitutes) prior art. Unless otherwise indicated, the date of 
publication indicated for an item is taken from the face of the item, and Applicant reserves the 
right to prove that the date of publication is in fact different. 

The references listed on Sheets 1 of Form PTO-1449 were cited by or submitted to the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in parent application Serial No. 09/368,263, filed August 3, 
1999, which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 USC § 120. Copies of these 
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references are not attached under 37 CFR 1.98(d). 

The referenced patent application was allowed on June 24, 2004. Applicant petitions for 
consideration of the enclosed documents by the Examiner. The petition fee of $180.00 pursuant 
to 37 CFR § 1.1 7(p) is attached. No item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing this certification, after making 
reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 
known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency in 
any fees pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.17 associated with this communication and to credit any excess 
payment to Deposit Account No. 08-0219. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any deficiency in any fees pursuant to 37 CFR 
§1.17 associated with this communication and to credit any excess payment to Deposit Account 
No. 08-0219. 
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EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 
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Wolfinbarger 
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Brantigan, MD, John W. 1993. "Compression Strength of Donor Bone of Posterior Lumbar Interbody 
Fusion." The Spine. Vol. 18, No. 9, pp. 1213-1221. 



Ratner, B.D. et al. - edited by. 1996. "Biomaterials Science-Art Introduction to Materials in Medicine. 
Academic Press. 



Bradford, David S - edited by. 1997. "Master Techniques in Orthopedic Surgery." The Spine. Lippincott- 
Raven. Philadelphia, PA. ISBN 0-781 17-0033-7. 
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